Online Pictures, Online Pupils, Online Learning:
Photo sharing websites and their use in education
Online photo sharing does exactly what it says on the tin – it is a way of sharing your photographs online. This chapter will consider how online photo sharing is more than a way to bore your friends and relatives with holiday pictures. It will explore some of the social aspects of photo sharing websites and highlight some of their potential educational uses.
There are many photo sharing websites and most allow you to upload and store some photographs free of charge. Some of these sites are designed to encourage you to order prints of your photographs, perhaps in photo albums, or as jigsaws or t-shirts. However, this chapter will concentrate on sites that encourage or support social aspects of photo sharing such as adding comments, joining groups and building communities. In particular this chapter gives examples from:

· Flickr
http://www.flickr.com/
· Zooomer
http://www.zooomr.com/ (Note: “ooo” not “oo”!)

· BubbleShare
http://www.bubbleshare.com/
Getting to know you...

Last year I was visiting a student and the conversation went something like this (names have been changed to protect the guilty):

Me:
Peter did something like that, you should ask him for his worksheet.
Student: 
Who?
Me: 
Peter... you know, one of the twins.
Student: 
Twins? Are there twins in the class?
Me: 
Yes! They are identical. How could you not have noticed?
Student: 
Identical twins? Are you sure?

...And so it went on. I could not believe she had not noticed the identical twins and more surprised that her friends had not noticed either. There were thirty-six students in the class and they only met together for sixteen weeks in a thirty-six week course. They did not know each other! I had made an effort to get to know the students but had forgotten to give them the opportunity to get to know each other. Silly me! I once had the same problem with a Personal and Social Education class when I was a real teacher but obviously I had not learned the lesson.
The following year, I made a deliberate effort to help the students get to know each other. One technique was to use a photo-sharing website (we used Flickr – http://www.flickr.com/) to set up a private group, post everyone’s photos to it and invite the students to add comments to their pictures. The students were asked to answer four questions:
1. The last film I watched in the cinema;

2. The last CD/piece of music I bought;

3. Favourite TV programme;
4. Favourite website.
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Go to http://www.flickr.com/photos/daviddmuir/37194591/ to see what I said and how the students responded. (The rest of the class photographs are still in a private group.)

Creating a private group meant that only the people I invited to the group could see the photographs and make or read comments. I thought it was important that this type of exercise take place in private – just the class group. (I made my picture public only after getting the permission of the people who had left comments.)

The same technique could help any group of people get to know each other. For example, it could be used at the start of a joint project with pupils from another school or with children involved in an exchange visit. Another way to use it would be as part of a “People that help us” project (school crossing guard, classroom assistant, librarian, ...).
Flickr: Note this! 
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As well as leaving comments below a picture, it is possible to add notes directly onto a picture. To create a note, you specify a rectangular area of a photograph to which you attach some text. This is probably better felt than telt as we say in Scotland. (In other words, it is better to experience it for yourself than to have someone tell you about it.) Go to this picture of a one of our computer laboratories: http://www.flickr.com/photos/daviddmuir/43961496/ Look at the notes on the picture to see how notes can highlight sections of a picture. As well as text notes, you can also add links to web pages.
Zooomr takes the idea of notes one stage further with the idea of portals. A portal is a note on a picture that takes you to another picture. See for example my picture of the David Stow building and go through the portal placed on the front door (http://beta.zooomr.com/photos/10710@Z01/212258).

There are many uses for on-picture notes in the classroom. For example, take a picture of: 
· a student science project and add notes;

· a student’s craft work - other pupils can leave notes with questions about technique or their understanding of the work
· a public building or monument or a series from a school trip with annotations on points of interest;

· a street scene or a kitchen with notes on areas of danger or special interest.

Telling stories


There are other chapters in this book that will deal with photo sharing sites as a source of clip art and telling digital stories, so I will simply give a quick summary here of a few ideas you could try.

Firstly, Zooomer and Flickr tell you explicitly, on every photograph’s page, exactly what you can and cannot do with that picture. Flickr and Zooomr photographs are not “copyright free”, however, many are made available under Creative Commons Licences, where the photographer has specified exactly how his or her images can be used. For more information see the Creative Commons website (http://creativecommons.org) or read the summary on the Flickr site (http://www.flickr.com/account/prefs/license/).

The Flickr Creative Commons page (http://www.flickr.com/creativecommons/) describes four different aspects of the licence that can be applied to Flickr photos. Perhaps the simplest is the Attribution Licence. This means the photographer will:

let others copy, distribute, display, and perform [the photographer’s] copyrighted work - and derivative works based upon it - but only if they give [the photographer] credit.

At the time of writing, there are over two million photos under an Attribution Licence! However, the largest number of photographs (over 6.6 million) are available under an Attribution - NonCommercial - NoDerivs Licence. Roughly speaking, this means you can use a photograph as long as you give the photographer credit, do not sell it or use it to make money, and do not alter it in any way.

It is possible to restrict a search for photographs to those with a creative Commons Licence – go to the advanced search page (http://www.flickr.com/search/advanced/) or use a third party search tool such as Flickr Storm (http://www.zoo-m.com/flickr-storm/).
This rich source of clipart can provide illustrations and stimulation for talking or writing. For example, searching for abstract concepts or emotions can be fruitful:


[image: image1]

[image: image2]
Photographs are a great way of telling stories. A series of photographs can be used as a stimulus for creative writing, as ideas for an improvised scene in drama, as a storyboard for a film or as a visual story in its own right. For example, look at the three pictures from thee linen: 

1. http://www.flickr.com/photos/35053606@N00/184713222/ 
2. http://www.flickr.com/photos/35053606@N00/184713221/
3. http://www.flickr.com/photos/35053606@N00/184713220/
Only three pictures, but they speak volumes! 
Collections of photographs can be turned into slideshows and viewed on other website. The BubleShare website (http://www.bubbleshare.com/) makes the creation and sharing of slideshows particularly easy. If you have a microphone, you can even record a commentary to accompany your pictures. Some excellent examples of Bubbleshare slideshows produced by young children can be found on the Interactive Chatting Teddies blog (see for example http://talkingteds.blogspot.com/2006/08/spencer-goes-to-blackpool.html). BubbleShare has other features that make it interesting to use with younger children, for example, it is easy to add speech bubbles to your pictures or create online jigsaws and sliding block puzzles. 
Photographs can also be used to share observations and develop understanding. You can explore aspects of mathematics, for example, ask your pupils to take pictures in the local area that show symmetry or tessellation (e.g. http://www.flickr.com/photos/78364563@N00/227972493). Another use could be to make observations about the use of language in public areas, for example, ask your students to take pictures of misplaced apostrophes in signs and notices (e.g. http://www.flickr.com/photos/daviddmuir/148401490/). Asking people to take pictures of something is a good way to focus their attention and make them aware of the impact of subjects such as mathematics and language on their lives and their environment. If you then post these pictures online and invite comment and discussion, your students have a context and an audience to talk to about the subject. They also have an opportunity to share their own understanding and learn from the observations of their peers. Many teenagers and younger children have easy access to cameraphones so taking pictures in the local area is an enjoyable activity that can be easy to set up. 
Much of this chapter was adapted from a series of articles I originally posted to my blog (http://edcompblog.blogspot.com/).If you want to see an up-to-date list of my photo sharing posts, use the Search this blog: box on my blog and look for the tag EduFlickr. 

There are many links to web pages in this chapter, but the only link you need is http://del.icio.us/DavidDMuir/coaOnlinePhotos/ where I have posted all the links from this chapter as well as other relevant links. 
David Muir - uploaded by DavidDMuir


http://www.flickr.com/photos/daviddmuir/37194591/





Computer Room - uploaded by DavidDMuir


http://www.flickr.com/photos/daviddmuir/37194591/





Help! - uploaded by 4blueeyes


http://www.flickr.com/photos/4blueeyes/61897861/





Worried - uploaded by kpishdadi


http://www.flickr.com/photos/wiphey/11868944/
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